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SHAKER PINES FIRE DISTRICT #5
A regular meeting of the Shaker Pines Fire District was held on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at the fire station.
Those present were President Peter G. Burk, Vice President Guy Beck, Clerk Margaret Guyette, Commissioner Peter Burk, Commissioner Scott Beiler, Treasurer Scott Wyllie, Fire Chief James Nolan, Deputy Fire Chief Edward Prajzner, and Administrative Assistant Jolene Bauckman.
President Burk called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Captain Jason Flanagan (Thompsonville FD) and Deputy Chief Jamie Hurley (Hazardville FD) presented an update from the town-wide training officers on the live-burn training facility that has been approved to be built on the Shaker Pines station property. The structure will be just over 1,000 square feet, and because it will not be open to the public nor an occupied space, no building permit will be required by the Town of Enfield. Zoning is expected to be a simple process as well. They believe there is sufficient space to provide the required distances from the station as well as the brook adjacent to the property. 
Vice President Beck asked if there are any grants available. The committee has researched available grants, and while none are currently available for building the structure, they anticipate many grants will be available for hosting training events at the facility in the future.
Commissioner Burk asked about the useful life of the facility. The expected useful life is approximately 25 years, which is reduced depending on the amount of use and frequency of burns. However, because of the modular design of the facility, any portions that need to be replaced can be replaced as needed rather than rebuilding the entire facility.
Clerk Guyette asked what would happen to the Shaker Road training house once the facility is completed. The intention is to return that property to the state and cease using it as a training facility. The training house is rapidly ending its useful life and will soon become unsafe to use.
President Burk noted that the committee has the full and enthusiastic support of the Board of Commissioners.
MINUTES: The minutes for November 2025 were presented to the Board members. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, it was unanimous, and the motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Wyllie submitted the treasurer’s report for November 2025 to the Board members. A motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by Vice President Beck and Clerk Guyette made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, it was unanimous, and the motion carried. Treasurer Wyllie notified the Board of Commissioners that funds in the building renovation account would eventually need to be moved to the general fund account.
CORRESPONDENCE: We received a request from the Town of Enfield for a list of our 2026 meeting dates and times. Administrative Assistant Bauckman fulfilled the request.
FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Fire Chief Nolan submitted his report verbally. The department had the annual Santa Run and Torchlight parade December 5-7, 2025.
We are ready for the transition from NFIRS to NERIS.
Cancer screenings will be provided to Shaker Pines and North Thompsonville members at no cost to the members on December 19 & 20, 2025.
Lieutenant McGuire will be taking a Fire Code Inspector course in January 2026, and Chief Nolan has completed training to be the district’s burn official for the next 4 years.
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT: Deputy Chief Prajzner read the report and it was placed on file. We had 75 incidents, and 126 inspections, which includes 120 apartment units on Barbara Jean Drive. The monthly fire drills at LEGO Creative Child Care and Creative Kids Learning Center were conducted. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: Vice President Beck and Deputy Chief Prajzner gave a report from the consolidation committee, which met December 4, 2025. The committee now meets twice monthly. 
Matt Provencher attended the meeting and gave an update from the union subcommittee. There was discussion about who would negotiate with the union on behalf of the new district.
The committee continues to discuss the composition of the new district’s Board of Commissioners. Some believe there should be 12 members of the board, while others feel there should be 9.
The committee has begun to discuss the wording of the referendum which will be presented to voters in November 2026. The referendum must be finalized by August 2026.
A contract has been signed with Eastern Connecticut State University who will act as facilitators for the process. The committee still needs to find a public information and education representative.
Now that the $100,000 grant has been received, Treasurer Wyllie has initiated opening a bank account and will manage the funds for the consolidating districts. Each district will approve invoices and provide them to him for payment from the account.
The next meeting will be December 17, 2025.
OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business to discuss.
NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business to discuss.
BILLS: The Board members reviewed the bills. A motion to pay the bills as submitted was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, it was unanimous, and the motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Burk and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, it was unanimous, and the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:23 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Jolene Bauckman
Administrative Assistant
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